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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

1 . Page 1 , lines 10-11: Examiner suggests applicant replaces the phrase "During a 
physical check up or surgeon, doctors or nurses require contacting with patient..." with 
"During a physical check up or surgery, doctors or nurses require contact with 
patients...." 

2. Similarly, replace "surgeon" with "surgery" on page 1 , lines 1 5 and 20. 

3. Page 1 , lines 8, 16: Replace "bacterial" with "bacteria". 

4. Page 8, lines 2: Replace "sports" with "spots." 

5. Page 8, line 9: Replace "It" with "The" in the phrase "It embodiments have been 
shown...." 

6. Page 8, line 1 1 : Replace "form" with "from". 

7. Examiner further suggests that applicant reviews the specification to ensure that 
additional grammatical and/or spelling errors are corrected. 

Drawings 

8. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because edge portion 14, mentioned in the description (page 6, line 31), is not included 
in the drawing, specifically in Figure 2. Similarly, edge portion 14', mentioned on page 
7, lines 18 and 24 of the specification, is not included in the drawing, specifically in 
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Figure 3. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-9 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by W.H. Heaton (U.S. 1784285). Regarding claim 1, as visible in Figures 1 and 2, 
Heaton discloses a method and means for making a garment comprising a layer of 
canton flannel material 2, present applicant's arm sleeve adapted for receiving a user's 
arm therewithin, having a sinewy back portion 3, present applicant's outer side, a fleecy 
face 4, present applicant's inner side, and a free edge end. A layer of rubber 6, present 
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applicant's sleeve protection layer, is coated on the back portion 3 of canton flannel 2 
(page 1, col. 2, lines 79-81). As said rubber protection layer is coated thereon, rubber 
layer 6 necessarily has an upper edge end attached on said arm sleeve. Rubber layer 
6 also has a lower edge end extended to the free edge end of the arm sleeve and 
overlappedly encircling around the outer side of the arm sleeve, as indicated by the 
folded portion at the lower edge of the invention in Figure 1 . Heaton additionally 
discloses an inner sleeve 14 and wide annular waterproof fabric reinforced rubber band 
26 (page 2, col. 1, lines 46-56) which, in combination, comprise present applicant's 
elastic retaining loop provided at the inner side of the arm sleeve and above the arm 
sleeve's free edge end, as visible in Figure 1. The elastic retaining loop applies an 
elastic binding force around the user's wrist, so as to prevent leakage between the 
sleeve and the arm of the wearer (page 2, col. 1 , lines 52-56) and to retain the arm 
sleeve in position that the sleeve protection layer is capable of encircling around the 
user's arm. 

10. Regarding claim 2, the retaining loop comprises inner sleeve 14 (page 2, col. 1, 
lines 46-50), present applicant's blocking strap having an inner edge and an outer edge, 
wherein the outer edge extends from the inner side of the arm sleeve at an edge portion 
thereof, as visible in Figure 1 . The retaining loop additionally comprises wide annular 
waterproof fabric rubber band 26, present applicant's circular elastic element, provided 
around the inner edge of the blocking strap and hugging, or binding to, the wrist of the 
user (page 2, col. 1 , lines 52-56). The diameter of the inner edge of the blocking strap 
1 6, as visible in Figure 1 , is smaller than the diameter of the arm sleeve. 
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1 1 . Also visible in Figure 1 , regarding claim 3, a width of the edge portion of the arm 
sleeve 2 is longer than a width of blocking strap 14, so that elastic element 26 is 
retained within the arm sleeve, at a position above the free edge end thereof. 

12. Regarding claims 4 and 5, blocking strap 14 of the elastic retaining loop is 
attached to arm sleeve 2, as well as sleeve protection layer 6, through stitching 16 
(page 2, col. 1, line 23-29), present applicant's at least one line of affixing spots 
continuously aligned along a length of the outer edge of the blocking strap so as to 
securely attach blocking strap 14 to the inner side 4 of arm sleeve 2. 

13. Regarding claims 6-9, as visible in the lower portion of Figure 1 , the lower edge 
end of sleeve protection layer 6 is inwardly folded to overlap on the inner side 4 of the 
arm sleeve along the arm sleeve's free edge, such that the lower edge end of sleeve 
protection layer 6 encircles the free edge of the arm sleeve. 

14. Regarding claims 13 and 14, stitching lines, present applicant's continuously 
aligned attaching spots, are visible at the lower portion of the arm sleeve and sleeve 
protection layer, along the free edge end of the inner side of the arm sleeve, in order to 
maintain the folded edge of the garment, and thus the sleeve protection layer attached 
to the inner side of the arm sleeve. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 10-12 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Heaton (US 1784285). Heaton discloses the invention substantially 
as claimed including a garment sleeve comprising an inner sleeve 2, a sleeve protection 
layer 6 and an elastic retaining loop comprising a blocking strap 14 and a circular elastic 
element 26, the outer edge of blocking strap 14 integrally extended from the sleeve 
protection layer 6 at stitching 16 toward the lower portion of the sleeve, as visible in 
Figure 1 . Heaton fails to disclose, however, the garment sleeve wherein blocking strap 
14 extends from the free edge end of sleeve protection layer 6. Present applicant's 
disclosure, however, fails to reveal any criticality in the aforementioned structure, nor 
does it disclose said structure to offer any particular advantage, serve any particular 
purpose, or solve any particular problem as stated in the specification. The attachment 
of blocking strap 14 to a lower portion of the sleeve protection layer, as in Heaton, 
rather than the lower edge end of said sleeve protection layer, is equally effectual in 
functioning as a barrier for preventing unwanted material from entering into the arm 
sleeve (Applicant Specification; page 6, lines 18-20). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Heaton so that the blocking 
strap is attached at the lower edge end of the sleeve protection layer because the lower 
the point on the protective sleeve layer to which the blocking strap is attached, the 
smaller the recess into which unwanted materials may collect. 

16. Regarding claims 15 and 16, as discussed in paragraph 14 above, Heaton 
discloses stitching lines, present applicant's continuously aligned attaching spots, at the 
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lower portion of the arm sleeve and sleeve protection layer, along the free edge end of 
the inner side of the arm sleeve, in order to maintain the folded edge of the garment, 
and thus the sleeve protection layer attached to the inner side of the arm sleeve. 

17. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heaton (US 1784285) in view of Stockwell (US 5359735). Heaton discloses the 
invention substantially as claimed and as previously discussed including an improved 
waterproof garment sleeve (page 1 , col. 2, lines 73-75) comprising a sheet of canton 
flannel 2, present applicant's arm sleeve, coated on its back portion with a layer of 
rubber, present applicant's sleeve protection layer (page 1, col. 2, lines 79-81). Heaton 
fails to disclose said rubber sleeve protection layer wherein the coating is a silicone 
rubber. Stockwell discloses a surface coating process wherein a thin layer 14 of 
silicone rubber coating compound is applied to surface 12 (column 5, lines 36-38), as 
well as a silicone rubber adhesive sealant (column 6, lines 42-45). Stockwell 
additionally discloses the coating process as particularly suitable for raincoats and 
sporting garments (column 10, lines 10-14). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to apply the silicone rubber coating of Stockwell as the rubber 
coating of Heaton's waterproof garment sleeve because silicone rubber coatings create 
a waterproof, thermally insulating, flexible and thin, abrasion-resistant and breathable 
garment (column 3, lines 59-62; column 12, lines 14-20). 
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Conclusion 



1 8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and is cited on form 892 enclosed herewith. 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jena A. Sold whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8610. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can.be reached on (571 ) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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ALISSA HOEY 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 




